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House pa’nei m'ges nev
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WASHINGTON - The Reagan Administra-

tion's policy of covert operations against Nica~ |

ragua received its sharpest response from |
Congress yesterday, as 2 House Foreign Af-
fairs subcommittee voted new limits on the-
“actions and the chairman of the House Intelli~
gence Committee said he is ‘considering cut~
ting CIA fands for operations there. u: :a- -
Despite strong protests by the State De-
partment, the House subcommittee on West-
ern Hemisphere affairs approved a far-reach-:
ing ban on military operations in or against
Nicaragua.. Rep.- Edward Boland (D-Mass.),
chairman of the House. Intelligence Commit-
tee, has called a meeting today of his panel :
members to consider action of their own. - |
The proposal now goes to the full Foreign.
Affairs Committee.. _ ST
In his first public comments'oti the contro-

versy, Boland said he was concerned about
*“apparent violations” of restrictions adopted
in the last Congress. With its direct authority"'
over the CIA budget, the Intelligence Commit-
tee is in the strongest position.to-act to hmit

It was that committee which first-attached"
the restriction as part of the Intelligence Au-
"thorization Act adopted last year, and though.
much of that document remains classified, it
:is believed to define even more narrowly how
the funds are to be used. ~. : '
_ “It appears to be in violation of the amend-.
ment.” said Boland in reference to the mili—
tary assistance aid. The language’ adopted”
last year forbids any military aid or training
for the “'purpose of overthrowing the govern-:
ment of Nicaragua.” =~ .. @0 el i

"Beyond that,” he said, “it certainly ap-:

B e L R IR T L T

¥ with- William Casey, head of the:
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STAT

’ port [on the Iﬁ.tell'iggr?xéeAAuthdri{a-
tion Act.]" 1 ueTed o
As Intelligence Committee chair-=:

—~ A

" man, Boland was-the:prime spon- |’

" sor of the amendment that became’
- -public in December: Though the

language was not.as restrictive.as.|..

many critics wanted, it was seen'as’
a warning to the ClA'and Adminis~
tration not to go'too far:in their aid'
to insurgents opposed-to the San=:
dinista regime in Nicaragua..In.réex!
* cent weeks, asthe fighting has ex-|
panded, concern has grown in Con-"
gress, and the controversy poses a |
" major test for intelligence commit-
tees in both houses: Tty
Sen. Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.),
chairman of the Senate-htelligence '
Committee, after a lengthy briefing

CIAF and the State Department,’
said no violation has occurred. But

" House Democrats are clearly more
concerned about what they see as
institutional and policy questions.
“Eddie [Boland] did-them [the’
Adminstration] a favor by defusing-
that whole. issue:and. he's been™
hung out to dry on thaf ‘amend-

. ment,”.said.Rep. Norman Mineta.
(D-Calif.), a- member of .the. House"
Intelligence Committee: *'He. did3
them a favor and they Haver't re~’
ciprocated. ..::We cannot provide a
‘cover’ for:the  Administration. be-”
cause otherwise the Intelligence
Committee loses credibility with
other members.” = TP, T
A cautious..man. Boland met

 late yesterday with Casey and will
be reluctant to proceed now 'with-
out first establishing a consensus
in his committee today. But for the
first timé he indicated;that’he ;
hoped members would ‘consider.
_cutting funds from the CIA authori~
~ zation as one-option: to-block- fur-

" surgents. # f.o - .S ]
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- Althonghwthey:havesno ‘direct

_ authority oves.ClA-funding,, liber-
‘als pn the.House’ Foreign: Affairs:

' Committee are already pressing for-

- in Nicaraguai -4 Giras 2233

_ Administration if not satisfiedthat

+ ¥ Though the Administration has

ther military’ aSsiStancefﬁp the: in- :: refused -to-comment publicly,. the:

*training=Nicaraguan .insurgents.
{ "was "t~ help’ interdict -arms 'ship-
~.ments to leftist guerrilias.in El Sal=
” vador Officials have hinted broad-/

.

“ ista attacks now will create. pres-s

~

tighter restrictions.The" proposal
putiforward yesterday- ensures: a
major role for Congress in- approv-
.ing‘any- further covert operations:

.. Modeledron a 1976 amendment
e 1 T N T g e e e e g, :1-?;7;::
directed toward covert operations
-in’ Angola, the amendment would;
forbid. any -military assistance: un=
less thg President first certifies.that |

the action is needed LO'meetmatio;ijfi :

al security interests and Congress:’
approves his request-under an ex-%
pedited procedure., s
“We think this is bad policy; we
think this is bad law,” said James
‘Michel, a State Department official. -
But on a. simple. voice vote, the.
Democrati¢ ‘majority easily” pre-|
vailed on this and a series of recom- ;
mended amendments affectingy
military and economic assistance-
. to the Central American-region. ":.j
- "Among the other provisions
adopted were significant cuts in-
proposed military assistance to El;
Saivador. The Foreign -Affairs sub-.
‘committee rejected all of a $50-mil-,
. lion-'supplemental sought by the’
. Administration and reduced pro-j
posed aid next year by more than a.
half. Tighter'restrictions were:
~adopted as conditions for-this as-
sistance, and for- the first -time,
Congress would be given a -veto|
power essentially to overrule thes

P alnadieed

- conditions regarding human-rights

violatiohs. and ‘negotiations have{’

. been met. e = el o2t
© "Republicans bitterly protested;

but the subcommittee is one of the:
most liberal in the House:and con-
servatives will-be in a stronger po-:
-sition in.full Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and an: the House floor. = - 7

“initial justisication for arming and;

ly that they hope the-anti-Sandin-"|

~sure to bring Nicaragua into nego-i-;'
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